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Montana Tavern Times 
Sports Pool Boards – September 1, 2014 

By Dave Jeseritz 
Investigations Bureau Chief, Gambling Control Division 

 
 
 
Last month’s article touched on several commonly used sports pool boards that 
are permitted and approved for use. This month I will touch on several more 
approved, but lesser used sports pool boards.  (Also, as a side note, last month’s 
article and visits by investigators handing out sample master square boards 
generated some discussion on the rule of having an alternate game posted on 
each sports pool board in case of a cancellation. It has generated some 
discussion in our division and we are seeking input from the Gaming Advisory 
Council and other industry members to see if there might be a better option 
available, so if you have any input, feel free to pass it along.)  
  
 
BLACKOUT SPORTS POOL 

1. Winner is the player who holds the randomly assigned competitor that first 
accumulates scores on succeeding weeks whose only or final digit 
corresponds to all of the numbers zero through nine. 

2. A variation of this pool tallies only those scores where the competitor is 
the winner of a sports event. 

3. Number of participants in this pool is limited to the number of competitors 
in an established league (ie: 32 NFL teams or 30 MLB teams) 
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WEEKLY SWEEPSTAKES SPORTS POOL 
1. Different competitor or competitors are randomly assigned to participants 

for each week. 
2. Winner is determined by the most or least points scored by the competitor 

or competitors assigned to a participant OR by the most games won by 
the competitors assigned to a participant.  

3. Number of participants are limited to the number of competitors in a 
league OR to the maximum combination of competitors in a league. 

 
 

SERIES SPORTS POOL 
1. Limited to one Master square board. 
2. Random numbers assigned and participants who buy spaces remain the 

same throughout the series of games (events). 
3. Competitors may be individual teams (Lions, Vikings, etc) or a 

combination of teams (ie: a group of teams designated as Home teams vs. 
a group of teams designated as Away teams) during a defined series such 
as Monday Night Football.  

4. Spaces are sold for all events in the series, not individual events (ie: $5 
per space on master square containing 100 squares x 17 Monday Night 
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football games, defined as the series, so $5x17=$85 due at time of 
purchase; $85 x 100 spaces=$8,500 in prize payouts).  

5. Winners are determined the same as a traditional sports pool. 
 
MULTIPLE  WAY SPORTS POOL 

1. Conducted on a Master square. 
2. Contains multiple sets of randomly assigned numbers that represent 

certain intervals of a single sports event or individual sports events in a 
series of events.  

3. Winners are determined the same as a traditional Sports board.  
 

 
For questions on approved pools, contact the Gambling Control Division at 406-
444-1971 or one of our Regional offices. You may also visit our website at 
https://dojmt.gov/gaming/ 
   
 
Good luck and have fun! 
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